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functions, to the purpose of
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Where is the wildlife?

Click on the names in the
illustration for links to the
habitats and species

INTEGRATING BIODIVERSITY INTO DEVELOPMENT
WHERE IS THE WILDLIFE?

Badgers
Barn Owl
Bat
Nesting Birds

Dormice
Great Crested Newt
Invertebrates
Otter

Reptiles
Water Vole
White Clawed Crayfish
Wild Flowers

Throughout the UK some
species have been afforded
special protection, with such
species usually, although not
always, being the most
vulnerable ones. The Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981
(with amendments in later
legislation) is the principle
mechanism for the legislative
protection of wildlife in this
country. It protects both species
and sites of UK importance.
The Countryside and Rights of
Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act
2000) is supplementary to the
Wildlife and Countryside Act,
which it strengthens and
updates.

Mammals are also protected
from cruel acts by the Mam-
mals (Protection) Act, 1996.
In addition, badger, deer and
seals have their own legislation.

Appropriate survey seasons
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This Glossary is based largely
upon Byron (2000) Bio-
diversity and Environmental
Impact Assessment: A Good
Practice Guide for Road
Schemes RSPB, WWF-UK,
English Nature and the
Wildlife Trusts, as well as
Biodiversity Supplementary
Planning Guidance for
Norfolk.

Glossary

Ancient Woodland

Land identified by English Nature that has
been continuously wooded since 1600
supporting rare plants and animals. Since
almost all such woodlands have been
managed by humans, they are more
correctly referred to as semi-natural
ancient woodlands.

Appropriate Assessment

Under the Habitats Directive an
appropriate assessment needs to be
undertaken in respect of any plan or
project which either alone, or in
combination with other plans or projects,
would have a significant effect on a
European designated site, and which is
not directly connected with the
management of the site for nature
conservation.

Avoidance

Measures taken to avoid adverse impacts,
such as locating the main development
and its working areas and access routes
away from areas of high ecological
interest, fencing off sensitive areas during
the construction period, or timing works
to avoid sensitive periods. Also includes
alternative and ‘do nothing’ options.

Backland

Land that is behind existing development
with no, or very limited, road frontage.
Usually applied to describe land previously
or currently in use as rear gardens to

existing residential properties. Many small-
scale planning applications are now of this
type.

Baseline Conditions

The conditions that would pertain in the
absence of the proposed action.
Sometimes referred to as a ‘do nothing’
scenario.

Biodiversity

Biological Diversity. The total range of the
variety of life on Earth, or any given part
of it.This includes diversity within species,
between species and of ecosystems.

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

A framework for achieving the conserva-
tion of biodiversity, based on the targeting
of resources towards priority habitats and
species.A cross-sectoral partnership iden-
tifies priorities and establishes an action
plan for the conservation and sustainable
use of locally and nationally important 
biodiversity. BAPs can be prepared at a 
national level such as the UK BAP or at a
county level such as the Essex BAP, where
the latter is known as a Local Biodiversity
Action Plan (LBAP).

Broad Habitat

Broad Habitat Statements provide
summary descriptions of all habitats found
within the UK and are identified in the
Broad Habitat Classification. For example,
natural habitat types such as broadleaved

woodlands and rivers and streams,
through to urban settings. In addition to a
general description of the habitat type
these Statements identify the current
issues affecting the habitat and the broad
policies that can be put in place to address
these.

Brownfield Site

Previously developed land that is, or was,
occupied by a permanent structure and
associated fixed-surface infrastructure.

Buffer Zone

An area or zone that helps to protect a
habitat from damage, disturbance or
pollution. It is an area (human-made or
natural) that is managed to protect the
‘integrity’ of that area.

Community Forests

A joint initiative between the Countryside
Agency and the Forestry Commission to
promote the creation, regeneration of
well-wooded landscapes around major
towns and cities.

Compensation

Measures taken to offset/compensate for
residual adverse effects which cannot be
entirely mitigated. These usually take the
form of replacing (or at least trying to)
what will be lost. For example, the
relocation of important grassland or
heathland habitats from the development
site to another area identified as suitable

(using techniques such as soil or turf
transfer), or the creation of new habitats.

Conditions

Stipulations attached to a planning
permission to limit or direct the manner in
which a development is carried out.

Convention on Biological Diversity

This Convention was signed by the Prime
Minister and 150 other Heads of State or
Governments at the Earth Summit in Rio
de Janeiro in June 1992. Under Article 6A
of the Convention signatories must
develop national strategies, plans or
programmes for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity.

Corridor

A strip of a particular type that differs from
the adjacent land on both sides. Corridors
have several important functions,
including conduit, barrier and habitat.

Countryside Agency

Organisation responsible for advising HM
Government and taking action on issues
affecting the social, economic and
environmental well-being of the English
countryside.

DEFRA

Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs – formerly the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF).INTEGRATING BIODIVERSITY INTO DEVELOPMENT
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• Effective protection of the environ-
ment;

• Prudent use of natural resources; and
• Maintenance of high and stable levels

of economic growth and employment.

The challenge of sustainable development
is to meet all four objectives at the same
time.

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SDS)

These water management systems are
designed to control the quantity and
improve the quality of run-off water from
developments through the use of rills,
swales, porous membranes/surfaces,
gravel filters, water bodies, balancing
ponds and reedbeds. Positive benefits
include improved flood control and
enhancements for wildlife, landscape and
amenity value of developments.

Thames Gateway

A corridor of land running either side of
the Thames from London to the estuary
mouth at Southend-on-Sea. It is zoned as
an area for redevelopment and economic
regeneration. Strategic frameworks are
being promoted to deliver sustainable
communities in South Essex (eg. Greening
the Gateway).

The Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004

Came into force at end of September
2004. It has fundamentally reformed the
planning system, by introducing LDFs to
replace the current system of local,
structure and unitary development plans.

The reform aims to speed up plan
preparation, enhance community
involvement in planning, strengthen policy
content, and achieve a better focus on
implementation.

Translocation

The removal and relocation of an
individual, a population, a community or
a habitat form one location to another.

Tree Preservation Order (TPO)

A legal order made by a local planning
authority that makes it an offence to cut,
top, lop, uproot or wilfully damage or
destroy a tree without the authority’s
consent.

Wildlife Corridor

A linear habitat (or habitats) that links two
or more areas of wildlife significance,
which facilitate the movement or dispersal
of targeted species through rural or urban
environments. Multifunctional corridors
are now being promoted that are not only
of benefit to wildlife, but also designed for
recreation, access, healthy pursuits,
walkers, horse riders, cyclists, etc.

Wildlife Site

Sites identified in Essex (including Thurrock
and Southend) that are complementary to
statutory sites (eg. SSSIs), but are
protected, maintained and enhanced for
their existing wildlife resource which is of
local or county importance. These sites
were previously known as Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation

(SINCs). Future naming of these sites as
‘Local Sites’ is proposed by DEFRA.

This Glossary is based largely upon Byron
(2000) Biodiversity and Environmental
Impact Assessment: A Good Practice
Guide for Road Schemes RSPB,WWF-UK,
English Nature and the Wildlife Trusts, as
well as Biodiversity Supplementary
Planning Guidance for Norfolk.
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